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Safeguarding from a Distance 
This is a turbulent time in the world; in addition to navigating your own personal lives and fears and 
trying to figure out the ways of online teaching, you must also continue to protect and look out for the 
welfare of your students, even though you’re not physically in the same place anymore. 
 
What does safeguarding look like in distance learning? It involves paying attention to your own behavior 
as well as keeping an eye out for any concerning behavior demonstrated by the child or those living in 
the same home as a child. Because we’re not physically with the students anymore, we need to be even 
more vigiliant in observing and reporting any safeguarding issues.  
 

  

Stay professional.  

Now that you are working from home, you 
have to be even more careful about what 
you’re presenting to the students. There should 
still be a clear line between you, as a teacher 
or staff member, and the student. You wouldn’t 
invite a child to visit your home in person, so 
you shouldn’t show the student intimate areas 
of your home via Zoom. Pick a neutral area of 
your home when on video, like the kitchen. Do 
not film from your bed or in the bathroom and 
make sure to always be wearing appropriate 
clothing when on camera. 

Once you’ve chosen the appropriate spot to be 
on camera, think about what’s in the 
background. Make sure family members aren’t 
interrupting or walking around behind you. 
Remove any alcohol or other inappropriate 
objects from view.  

You can change the background in Zoom to 
remove any views of your home and replace it 
with a scenic picture or neutral color. As long 
as the picture is not distracting or inappropriate 
for school-aged children, feel free to be 
creative. 

  

 



 

 

1:1 Time: Potential 
Risks 

  

It is common to have 1:1 meetings with students as a teacher or tutor, but there are safety features put into place 
at the school to protect both the student and the member of staff, like windows on doors or school issued phones 
and email addresses. How can we navigate this issue online? 

     

Stick to school regulated apps and websites.  

There are so many useful online platforms that could 
aid your online teaching. However, before you start 
trying a new app with your students or setting up a call 
via skype, you need to make sure what you’re doing is 
approved and regulated by the school. Otherwise, you 
could be putting yourself or students at risk for abuse, 
intentionally or not. Even if you already had a personal 
Zoom account or email, you must only use Letovo 
approved applications. 

 

 Keep your relationship a professional one. 

All students deserve time to speak to their teachers 1:1, 
especially in uncertain times like these. However, make 
sure that these conversations are: 1. Necessary for the 
student’s academic development 2. Not involving too 
personal information 3. Not taking up much more time 
than you would if you were physically at school 4. Not 
outside of appropriate hours (no phone calls after 
21:00). The nature of the relationship should remain 
clear to everyone involved. 

 

 

 

Safeguarding issues in the background of videos 

In the same way that you should be aware of anything inappropriate in your own video 
background, you should also be aware of what is in the background of your students’ videos. Any 
cause for concern regarding the child’s safety or wellbeing should be reported to the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead. This would include possibly abusive behavior by the parents or other family 
members, indications of self-harm or bruising, or change in mood or behavior of the child in 
question. Letovo’s safeguarding policies remain the same regardless of the location of potential 
danger or abuse. All concerns regarding a student’s wellbeing should always be reported to the 
DSL immediately. 

 

 

Online conduct and bullying 

Students are usually aware of how they should act in a classroom, however; most do not know 
the rules or may push the boundaries of online learning. Many people are emboldened by the 
ability to hide behind a screen and can be quite cruel online because of it. Make sure to be 
conscious of how students are interacting with one another and how they’re acting when on 
video. Report any instances of cyberbullying to the DSL immediately. 

Including another adult in your Zoom meetings or lessons may be helpful for both classroom 
management and observation for problematic behavior.This person could be another teacher, a 
tutor, or psychologist, and would serve as a silent observer to both protect and assist you. 

 

 

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):  

 

Contact: 

 

Email: 

, Head of Boarding 

Designated Safeguarding Person (DSP): 

, Deputy Head of Boarding 

 

 

 

 

 

 




